"rne diagnosis of caries of the spine of children is by no means easy in the early stage, and much harm undoubtedly results from delay in diagnosis till the typical curvature develops with its attendant evils, and when treatment has to be directed, not only to the original disease, but also to such secondary complications as paraplegia and those due to the displacement and compression of the thoracic and abdominal viscera.
Early diagnosis is as essential for the treatment of this disease as it is in similar affections of the joints or elsewhere. The physician who waits till the lung has broken down from tubercular disease ere treatment is commenced, can expect but a poor result.
The points worthy of attention for early diagnosis may be grouped as follows: 1. Altered disposition. The actual cautery and other forms of counter-irritants are seldom used.
When the paralysis does not disappear after a reasonable period of fixation, recourse is had to operative interference in the form of laminectomy, i.e., the removal of the spines and laminae over the affected area, and the liberation of the cord from its compressing agent. Narrowing of the spinal canal is not common, but granulation or cicatrical tissue may exert injurious pressure on the cord, and such can be readily relieved with marked benefit. Even while the cord ia exposed, after the relief of the constriction, the gradual return of the pulsation will indicate a favourable issue to the case.
